
Educational Battlefield Tours
Package our guaranteed group tours, or speak to us about tailoring Private Group Tours to the battlefields

We have been working with schools since 

2008 to provide immersive educational tours 

which transport the classroom to Australia’s 

significant battlefields. 

We are honoured to have led hundreds of 

school children to the battlefields of the Western 

Front, Gallipoli, Vietnam, Kokoda, Darwin and 

more to uncover the history of the Anzacs and 

engage in co-curricular enrichment activities. 

At Mat McLachlan Battlefield Tours we bring 

Australia’s war history to life with all tours led by 

expert Historians and unique experiences not 

offered by any other operator.

We look forward to working with you to shape

an educational experience students will

remember forever.

Mat McLachlan
Historian & Founder of Mat McLachlan Battlefield Tours

Itineraries personally designed by Mat McLachlan 

Tours led by expert Historians 

Visit key battlefields, memorials, museums & off-the-beaten track sites

Unique experiences not provided by any other operator

Accommodation in the heart of the battlefields with group-focussed 

dormitory-style accommodation options

Daily photos and updates for the school community while on tour

Pre-tour information, education and tour preparation assistance: 

detailed itineraries/posters/flyers; Zoom information nights; 

documentaries and podcasts to highlight the history and stories from 

the battlefields; tour enrichment project ideas; assistance in completing 

Risk Assessments,  and more.

Select from our sample Educational Itineraries or speak to us 

about tailoring your battlefield experience. 

Our Educational Groups start from just 10 passengers.



Western Front
Unique educational experiences & sample itineraries

Over 295,000 Australians served on 
the Western Front between March 

1916 and November 1918. Of those, 
over 130,000 were wounded and 

46,000 lost their lives. 

Battle conditions were so dire that 
more than 18,000 of the fallen had no 

known grave. 

On our Western Front tours, we visit 
Australia’s most significant battlefields 
to uncover the stories of the Anzacs on 
the most important front of the Great 

War: Fromelles, the Somme, 
Bullecourt, Messines, Passchendaele, 

Villers-Bretonneux, Hamel, Amiens and 
Mont St Quentin. 

Unique educational experiences offered by Mat McLachlan Battlefield Tours include:

LIFE AT THE FRONT
A full day on the battlefield of

Passchendaele immersed in an educational
program where students dress in full WWI 

kit and experience a day in the life of a 
soldier – including marching, drills and an 
authentic bully beef meal. Guided tours of 

Passchendaele 1917 Museum and Tyne Cot 
Cemetery, the world’s largest 

Commonwealth war cemetery, would also 
be incorporated in this day’s itinerary.

STUDENTS AS HISTORIANS
Pre-tour students research a soldier 
who fought on the Western Front, to 

each take turns presenting to the group
when on the battlefields. Student 
presentations would be split over 

multiple days at different locations.

Extension: students as guides, pre-tour
researching a site/landmark to present

to the group on tour.

BEHIND THE LINES
As well as the front, our Historian can lead
students to sites behind the lines. Visit the 
Underground City of Naours where WWI 

soldiers on respite left their names in 
graffiti marks; Vignacourt 14-18, a treasure 
trove of historical photographs housed in 

the Thuillier farmhouse; Château de 
Bertangles, once the headquarters for 

General John Monash and more.



Western Front Immersion Tour
Duration: 10 DAYS

This moving tour through the former battlefields of the First World War provides the opportunity for students to uncover the history of the 
Australian soldiers on the Western Front, walking in the footsteps of the Anzacs on all the main battlefield sites in the Somme, Flanders and 
the Ypres Salient. Students will be immersed in the culture of the region and have opportunities to engage with local people.

DAY 1 ARRIVE PARIS 
Sightseeing in Paris, subject to arrival time ● Eiffel Tower ● Champs Elysees ● Notre Dame 

DAY 2 PARIS SIGHTSEEING 
Louvre museum ● Chateaux of Versailles 

DAY 3 PARIS – YPRES 
Historial de la Grande Guerre Museum ● Mont St Quentin 2nd Division Memorial & Preserved Trenches ● Last Post Ceremony at Menin Gate

DAY 4 YPRES 
Cloth Hall ● St. Martin’s Cathedral ● Menin Gate ● Ramparts Cemetery ● In Flanders Fields Museum

DAY 5 YPRES SALIENT 
Polygon Wood ● Passchendaele Museum ● Hill 60 ● Tyne Cot Cemetery ● Langemark German Cemetery 

DAY 6 YPRES – THE SOMME 
Messines ● Australian Memorial Park ● VC Corner ● Fromelles (Pheasant Wood) Cemetery and Museum ● Bullecourt ● Slouch Hat memorial 

DAY 7 SOMME 1916 
Newfoundland Memorial Park ● Somme 1916 Tunnel museum ● Thiepval Memorial to the Missing ● Mouquet Farm ● Pozieres 1st Division 
Memorial and Windmill Memorial ● Lochnagar Mine Crater 

DAY 8 SOMME 1918: VILLERS-BRETTONNEUX 
Australian National Memorial ● Victoria School ● Franco-Australien Museum ● Adelaide Cemetery ● Australian Memorial Park at Le Hamel 

DAY 9 THE SOMME – PARIS 
Sir John Monash Centre ● Travel to Paris 

DAY 10 DEPART PARIS 
While our tour is over, the memories and learning experiences will last a lifetime. Depart from Paris to meet onward travel arrangements 



On 25 April 1915, Allied forces landed 
on the Gallipoli peninsula, marking the 
start of the Gallipoli Campaign. Over 8 
months, more than 50,000 Australians 

served at Gallipoli, engaged in 
gruelling trench warfare in extreme 

weather conditions. More than 8000 
who served never came home. 

On our Gallipoli tours, we visit all 
Anzac battlefields and memorials, key 
Allied forces battle grounds, as well as 

off the beaten track sites.

Istanbul sighseeing and day trips to the 
ancient city of Troy are also included in 

our sample itineraries. 

Gallipoli
Unique educational experiences & sample itineraries

Unique educational experiences offered by Mat McLachlan Battlefield Tours include:

BOAT TRIP ALONG ANZAC COVE
Boarding from Gaba Tepe harbour we 
commence sailing along the shore of 

Anzac Cove. It may be possible to snorkel 
over the site of ‘The Milo’ – a ship 

partially sunk by the Allies in 1915 to 
create a wave break to protect the 

harbour at North Beach. The shallow 
wreck is an underwater testimony to the 
endurance of the soldiers at Gallipoli and 

just as easily seen from the boat deck.

PERSONALISED DAWN SERVICE 
Leave the hotel in the early hours of the 

morning for a personal Dawn Service at the 
Anzac Commemorative Site in Gallipoli, 
including a Catafalque party, a Formal 

Address by the group’s Historian, singing of
the National Anthem, two minutes silence 

and commemorative wreath laying.  

WALKING WITH THE ANZACS
The best way to become immersed in the 
history of the Anzacs is to truly follow in 

their  footsteps by walking the old trench 
lines, uncovering the tunnels and relics from 

the fighting that took place. 
Starting in Shrapnel Valley walk up to 

Plugge’s Plateau and to the 4th Battalion 
Parade Ground Cemetery – an isolated site 
seldom visited. Then walk uphill to Second 

Ridge and along trenches to Johnston’s Jolly.



Gallipoli Immersion Tour
Duration: 8 DAYS

A visit to Gallipoli often a once in a lifetime experience. This tour gives you the opportunity to walk in the footsteps of the 50,000 Australians 
who served at Gallipoli, including the 8000 who never came home. The tour visits all the key sites in Istanbul and on the Gallipoli peninsula. 

DAY 1 ARRIVE ISTANBUL 
Sightseeing in Istanbul subject to arrival time ● Taksim Square ● Galata Tower 

DAY 2 ISTANBUL 
Blue Mosque ● Hippodrome ● Hagia Sophia ● Topkapi Palace ● Grand Bazaar 

DAY 3 ISTANBUL – GALLIPOLI 
Transfer from Istanbul to Gallipoli ● Drive along the shores of the Sea of Marmara ● Cross the Dardanelles by ferry 

DAY 4 ANZAC SECTOR 
Anzac Cove ● North Beach ● Shrapnel Gully ● Lone Pine ● The Nek ● Quinn’s Post ● Chunuk Bair ● Simpson and his donkey 

DAY 5 CAPE HELLES & SUVLA BAY 
Cape Helles ● Martyr’s Memorial overlooking Morto Bay ● Battlefield at Krithia ● Suvla Bay

DAY 6 CRUISE ALONG ANZAC SECTOR 
Cruise along the Anzac Sector ● Or visit the ancient city of Troy 

DAY 7 GALLIPOLI – ISTANBUL 
Transfer from Gallipoli to Istanbul 

DAY 8 DEPART ISTANBUL 
While our tour is over, the memories and learning experiences will last a lifetime. Depart from Istanbul to meet onward travel arrangements 



The Vietnam War was the longest 
twentieth century conflict in which 

Australians participated. Involvement 
in the war cost more than 500 

Australian service men and women 
their lives while 3000 were wounded. 

On our Vietnam tours we visit all the 
major battle sites in Phuoc Tuy

Province including the Long Tan Cross 
memorial, on the site of the Battle of 

Long Tan - Australia’s most costly single 
engagement of the Vietnam War. 

Our Vietnam tour itineraries include 
cultural experiences, interactions with 

locals, as well as city and country 
sightseeing. 

Vietnam
Unique educational experiences & sample itineraries

VETERAN INTERACTION
To gain a balanced perspective, it is 

important to understand how the war 
impacted the Vietnamese. There is no better 

way to do this than through meeting and 
engaging in dialogue with a local Vietnam 

veteran. Students will learn what it was like 
in Vietnam during and after the war and 
meet with former soldiers from northern 

and southern Vietnam. 

Unique educational experiences offered by Mat McLachlan Battlefield Tours include:

LONG HAI VILLAGE HOMESTAY
Located only 15 kilometres from Vung
Tau, spend a night at Long Hai Village 

homestay. During your time here, visit a 
local fishing village and the Phuoc Hai fish 

market to better understand the daily 
activities of local fishermen and vendors. 

LONG TAN COMMEMORATION
Long Tan was the site of Australia’s most 
famous battle during the Vietnam War. 

Commemorate the lives lost at this battle 
with an intimate service at the Long Tan 

Cross Memorial, including Formal Address 
by the group’s Historian, the Last Post, two 

minutes silence and wreath laying.



Vietnam Past & Present
Duration: 10 DAYS

DAY 1 ARRIVE HO CHI MINH CITY 
Arrival in Ho Chi Minh City 

DAY 2 HO CHI MINH CITY 
Saigon Opera House ● Notre Dame Cathedral ● Central Post Office ● Reunification Palace ● War Remnants Museum ● Pho Binh restaurant, ex-
headquarters of the South Vietnamese government ● Chinatown 

DAY 3 CU CHI TUNNELS 
Cu Chi Tunnels ● Visit to a local farm and participate in farming activities 

DAY 4 AUSTRALIAN BATTLEFIELDS & VILLAGE HOMESTAY 
Lonh Phuoc Tunnels and museum ● Meet with a local VC veteran ● Former 1st Australian Task Force Base at Nui Dat ● Long Tan Memorial Cross ● Minh 
Dam; former guerrilla base ● Visit to fishing village and Phuoc Hai fish market 

DAY 5 VUNG TAU – HOI AN 
Transfer Long Hai to Vung Tau ● Back Beach ● Peter Badcoe Club ● Viet Cong Memorial ● Transfer Vung Tau to Ho Chi Minh City 
● Fly Ho Chi Minh City to Danang ● Marble Mountains ● Guided walking tour of Hoi An 

DAY 6 HOI AN 
Cycle through Hoi An countryside ● Learn the secret of weaving the colourful straw “Hoi An” sleeping mats ● Visit Tra Que Vegetable Village and 
participate in farming activities ● Afternoon at leisure

DAY 7 HOI AN 
Day at leisure with optional activities: Cham Island Tour ● Cooking class at the Red Bridge and more. 

DAY 8 HOI AN – HANOI 
Fly Danang to Hanoi ● Tour charming Hanoi & Old Quarter ● Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum ● One Pillar Pagoda ● Temple of Literature ● Water puppet show 

DAY 9 BA VI VILLAGE 
Visit Muong Ethnic village ● Moc Village ● Cycle through rice fields and villages ● Interact with locals and see how they sell their products to make a living 
● Cooking class ● Visit Tea Plantation in Ri Village ● Interact with South Vietnamese veteran ● farewell dinner at social enterprise restaurant KOTO 

DAY 10 DEPART HANOI 
While our tour is over, the memories and learning experiences will last a lifetime. Depart from Hanoi to meet onward travel arrangements 



The Kokoda Track fighting was some of 
the most desperate and vicious 

encountered by Australian troops. 

On 21 July 1942, Japanese forces 
landed on the northern coast of New 

Guinea and began advancing along 
the mountainous jungle path towards 

Kokoda village, with the aim to 
capture Port Moresby. 

Over the next four months, Australian 
troops fought a series of battles 

before finally pushing the Japanese 
soldiers back. Around 625 Australians 
were killed, over 1600 were wounded 

and casualties due to sickness 
exceeded 4000.

A visit to Kokoda is a lifechanging 
experience.

Kokoda
Unique educational experiences & sample itineraries

Unique educational experiences offered by Mat McLachlan Battlefield Tours include:

ENGAGE WITH LOCAL PEOPLE & 
TRADITIONAL CULTURE

Engage with local people and traditional 
culture throughout the trek accompanied by 
your porters, spend a night in the Village of 
Efogi and enjoy a traditional Sing Sing with 

the village people.

WALK IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF THE 
KOKODA ANZACS

80 years on from the Kokoda campaign, and 
the Kokoda Track and jungles of the Owen 

Stanley’s remain largely unchanged. 
Over 9 days students will follow in the 

footsteps of the Australians who fought along 
this rugged path, experiencing similar 

conditions and seeing tangible reminders of 
this important chapter in our history.  

KOKODA BROUGHT TO LIFE

Accompanied by their Historian, 
students will gain an in-depth  

understanding of the Kokoda Track 
campaign, learning the stories of the 
individual soldiers who fought, and 

seeing tangible relics from the fighting 
still in situ along the trek. 



Kokoda Track Trek, North to South
Duration: 11 DAYS

DAY 1 ARRIVE PORT MORESBY 
Arrival in Port Moresby. 

DAY 2 PORT MORESBY – KOKODA 
Flight from Port Moresby to Popondetta ● Start of the Kokoda Track ● Bert Kienzle Museum ● Kokoda Memorials 

DAY 3 KOKODA – ISURAVA 
Deniki ● Crash site of the Aichi D3A Japanese Dive Bomber ● Isurava Battlefield 

DAY 4 ISURAVA – TEMPLETON’S CROSSING 
Commemorative Dawn Service at Isurava ● Eora Creek ● Japanese Mountain Gun Position 

DAY 5 TEMPLETON’S CROSSING – NADURI 
Walk over Mt. Bellamy, highest point of the track ● Walk through outskirts of Lake Myola ● Visit crash site of USAF P-40 ● Walk through Moss Forest

DAY 6 NADURI – EFOGI 
Nishimura Japanese Memorial, the only one in the Owen Stanley’s ● Opportunity to swim in the village waterhole ● Village Sing Sing in Efogi

DAY 7 EFOGI – MENARI 
Walk alongside Mission Ridge ● Service at Brigade Hill to commemorate the men of the 21st Brigade 

DAY 8 MENARI – NEW NAURO 
Cross the Brown River, opportunity to take a swim ● Climb up the start of the Maguli Range 

DAY 9 NEW NAURO – UA ULE CREEK 
Visit the Australian ambush site at Ofi Creek ● Climb to the top of Iroibaiwa Ridge 

DAY 10 UA ULE CREEK – PORT MORESBY 
Finishing point of the Kokoda Track ● Visit Bomana War Cemetery ● Farewell dinner with carrier team

DAY 11 DEPART PORT MORESBY 
While our tour is over, the memories and learning experiences will last a lifetime. Depart from Port Moresby to meet onward travel arrangements 



Darwin is a unique tropical Australian 
city magnificently situated on the 

Arafura Sea. 

On 19 February 1942, World War II 
was brought to the shores of Australia 

when the Japanese dropped bombs 
over Darwin. On this day 235 people, 

both armed forces personnel and 
civilians, lost their lives. Eleven ships 

were sunk and 30 aircraft destroyed. A 
section of the wharf was destroyed, 

killing 22 waterside workers. 
The total number of bombs dropped 

was two-and-a-half times that 
dropped at Pearl Harbour.

Over the next 21 months, Darwin, 
Adelaide River, Katherine and 

Milingimbi in Arnhem Land were 
bombed 77 times.

Darwin
Unique educational experiences & sample itineraries

ANNUAL BOMBING OF DARWIN 
COMMEMORATIVE CEREMONY 

(19 February)

To commemorate the bombing that 
devastated Darwin on 19 February 1942, 
participate in the annual USS Memorial 

Service at The Esplanade including a special 
Service, flyover and wreath layings.

Unique educational experiences offered by Mat McLachlan Battlefield Tours include:

UNCOVER THE HISTORY OF WW2 ON AUSTRALIAN SOIL
See and experience tangible sites and artefacts to learn about the Pacific War 

and its impact on Australia. 
At the Darwin Aviation Museum, see the Mitsubishi Zero Japanese fighter aircraft, 

shot down during the February 1942 bombing of Darwin. The Japanese pilot 
survived and was taken to Cowra as a prisoner-of-war. He sounded the bugle that 

started the Cowra Breakout, the only WW2 land battle to occur on mainland 
Australia soil and died during this battle. 

This aircraft was also involved in the attack on Pearl Harbour.



Bombing of Darwin Immersion Tour
Duration: 5 DAYS

DAY 1 ARRIVE DARWIN
Arrival in Darwin. 

DAY 2 DARWIN
Stokes Hill ● Fort Hill ● Doctor’s Gully ● Christ Cathedral ● Darwin Military Museum

DAY 3 DARWIN SURROUNDS
Snake Creek Explosives Storage Dump ● Adelaide River ● War Cemetery

DAY 4 DARWIN 
WWII Oil Storage Tunnels ● Darwin Aviation Museum ● Royal Flying Doctor Museum ● Sea Darwin Bombing of Darwin Cruise

DAY 5 DEPART DARWIN
While our tour is over, the memories and learning experiences will last a lifetime.
Depart from Darwin to meet onward travel arrangements. 



On 7 December 1941, the Japanese 
military launched a surprise attack on 
the United States Naval Base at Pearl 

Harbour, Hawaii. 

The strike force of 353 aircraft and 
naval attack bombarded for 1 hour and 

15 minutes and killed over 2400 US 
personnel, including 68 civilians. Half 
the US personnel killed were on the 

USS Arizona battleship, which remains 
sunken in Pearl Harbour as a memorial 
to all Americans who died in the attack.

Following the Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbour, the USA officially declared 

war and entered WW2.

Peace in the Pacific: Pearl Harbour
Unique educational experiences & sample itineraries

SUBMARINE TOUR OFF WAIKIKI
Uncover the fields of sunken wreckage in the

ocean off the coast of Waikiki, seeing firsthand
the destruction caused with the attack on Pearl
Harbour with the many sunken WW2 era planes 

and vessels - including American ships and
Japanese submarines, alongside a melee of 

junked trucks and other shipwrecks that today 
create an artificial reef. 

PARTICIPATION IN ANNUAL 
BLACKENED CANTEEN CEREMONY 

(circa 6 December)
A Buddhist monk’s long-ago secret ceremony 

to honour American airmen in downed 
planes and bring healing between two former 
enemies is now a solemn part of annual Pearl 
Harbour commemorations in Hawaii. As part 

of the ritual, American and Japanese 
delegates pour liquid from a fire-charred 

World War II canteen into the waters 
surrounding the USS Arizona memorial. 

Unique educational experiences offered by Mat McLachlan Battlefield Tours include:

POLYNESIAN CULTURE 
IMMERSION

Nestled on the east coast of O'ahu, 
where the grand cliffs of Makapu'u

descend into the ocean (ka moana) we 
join local Polynesian 'ohana (family) for 

a traditional lu’au to honour nature, 
the ocean and Polynesian ancestors 

who navigated over 60 million square 
miles to colonise the Pacific islands.



Peace in the Pacific: Pearl Harbour/Hawaii
Duration: 5 DAYS

DAY 1 ARRIVE WAIKIKI, HAWAII
Sightseeing in Waikiki subject to arrival time ● Natatorium WWI memorial ● Iolani Palace to discover Hawaii’s Royal heritage ● traditional Hawaiian 
luau and Polynesian culture immersion at Sea Life Park

DAY 2 WAIKIKI 
Arizona Memorial & Museum ● 6 December: opportunity to participate in the annual Blackened Canteen Ceremony as part of commemoration 
services to mark the anniversary of the Bombing of Pearl Harbour

DAY 3 WAIKIKI
Army Museum in Waikiki at Fort De Russy ● submarine tour off Waikiki, where several ships have been sunk to create artificial reefs 
● 7 December: official Bombing of Pearl Harbour commemorations at Anzac Memorial

DAY 4 WAIKIKI
Explore the various sites and beaches on offer in Waikiki

DAY 5 DEPART WAIKIKI
While our tour is over, the memories and learning experiences will last a lifetime.
Depart from Waikiki to meet onward travel arrangements 



TESTIMONIALS

The depth and knowledge of our historian and tour manager was great. 
Organisation was spot on for meals and transport and accommodation transitions 
were made very easy with a group of students. The demeanour of our guides was 

genuine, showing both care and compassion. In particular, a highlight was the 
personalised stories that our historian could bring to our soldiers’ stories. He 

researched information so he was able to be very specific on battle sites, place of 
death and topography of the ground during and post war. 

- Peter, QLD Premier’s Anzac Prize to the Western Front chaperone

Every aspect was a highlight, the level of detail and passion, the extra effort 
by our historian and driver, the sacred locations covered in detail with maps 
as well as the great accommodation are all highlights to be remembered for 
a lifetime. I have read many books, but the tour adds a dimension as if you 

were there in all the action. 

- Keith, Western Front 

Having our historian reading letters from soldiers to their families as we 
walked through sites was terrific and helped you understand and share the 
feelings of another. The sheer passion of the historians draws you into the 

moment. I have toured the Western Front on multiple occasions, every tour is 
different with a different point of view, but this tour stood out.

- John, Western Front 

Walking in the footsteps of heroes, appreciating the landscape in 
which the battles were fought and understanding the politics of 

the war. The history as explained by our Historian Craig Roache on 
the tour put the site and history into context.

- Jo, Gallipoli


